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physical and immediate happiness to shudder; but from
Burke's premises it was justifiable. Christ's solemn reso-
lution to persevere in what he felt to be his mission, in
spite of the clearest foreknowledge of the suffering and
endless bloodshed which Ms perseverance would cause
to that race of which he was the martyr, was grounded
on a similar confidence that the evil was preparatory to a
greater good, and that if some happiness was to be sacri-
ficed, it would be the price of a great moral advance.
But the resolution was notwithstanding a most awful one,
and should impressively teach us not to confound Chris-
tianity with mere philanthropy, not to suppose that what
is shocking is of necessity unchristian, not to confound
warmheartedness, bonhonnnie, or feminine sensibilities
with the Enthusiasm of Humanity.

It has been remarked above that the machinery of
philanthropy among the early Christians had all the rude-
ness which it might be expected to have at a time of little
freedom, either of action or organization. Instead of
studying comprehensively the science of human well-being
and devising systematic methods of producing and in-
creasing it, they contented themselves with tending the
sick, pensioning widows and orphans, and distributing
alms. The means they adopted for performing the second
great obligation, that of converting mankind to Christian
humanity or holiness, were equally simple and below the
requirements and powers of the present age. They used
the one instrument of direct moral suasion. To the
heathen they preached, to those already baptized they
prophesied. They related to their converts the principal
facts of Christ's life, they told the story of his death and
resurrection, they instructed them in the morality and